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Introduction

Case studies in geography provide students with a brief overview or examination of events that impact or alter the way people function and live day to day within the human and physical environment.  They are important to assist students to develop a series of “real world” examples at differing levels of scale that relate to the theoretical content they are studying.  The student would be expected to prepare for the class discussion by analyzing the background data and presenting the facts and data to explain the situation in a geographic perspective.   A good case study in Geography will provide several key elements: 

 It tells a story.

It focuses on a conflict within the human environment.

It is timely, recently occurring or on-going.

It creates a human sentiment of volunteerism and sympathy.

It includes cited commentary from all parties.

It is relevant to the reader and the area of study.

It presents a conflict provoking discussion.

It is short, concise and to the point.
Objectives:

1. Students will develop and interpret a real world issue as it applies to the APHG topic of study.

2. Students will acquire key understandings essential to decision making.

3. Students will collect and review geographic information from multiple sources, i.e. journals, media sources, opinion editorials, maps, data sets

4. Students will analyze the historical, spatial, and human context of the conflict examined. 

5. Students will evaluate the effectiveness and desired outcome of the conflict based on cultural and political responses.

6. Students will evaluate sources for accuracy, bias, understanding and relevancy

7. Students will provide alternative responses or solutions to the conflicts.

8. Students will present their findings in the form of a case study.

Instructions

1. Students are assigned/select a conflict, discord, disagreement, dispute, event or incident, as it applies to the area of study.

2. Locate and develop a quick and concise understanding of the conflict, 

The Students need to prepare the following answers:

1. What is the conflict and who are the parties involved?

2. What is the cause of the disagreement? What is the relevant historical context

3. What is the type of conflict?

4. How long has the disagreement occurred?

5. How has the dispute been expressed? 

6. Who is affected? Impact of the issue? Who? What effect?

7. Where? And what is the spatial extent? What is the geographic perspective?

8. What is the scale of the conflict? Local, Regional, National, Global

9. Why does the disagreement continue and are there any contrary opinions?

10. How is the conflict carried out? 

11. What is the world Response? and by whom?

a.   Government legislation if applicable

b. NGO/UN position on the topic

3. Design the case study presentation. The idea is to be concise and to the point- maximizing the space with the most important information on the topic, without losing content and implications.  

Part A:  A Geographic Brief

Construct a one-page, double sided hand-out, on legal size paper.  This can be passed out as supplementary handouts, addressed in A-B type grouping, or in a presentation.   Can be completed in small groups of 2 or individually.   Either format must create an identity for the case study in a geographic perspective.  Topics selected at different levels of scale are essential, for example the differences and conflicts between intra-migration and inter-migration.  In addition, maps at differing scales help to establish location as well as relative location but also potential impact and escalation into associated areas.  

This is one page- front and back

i.  On the front page include parts 1,2,7,9, and 10.  This includes the conflict, causes, relevant historical context, geography of the area, map, players, causes, conflict, and applicable data.

ii. On the back page include parts: 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 11. This includes the type of conflict, time frame, how it has been carried out, impact, effect, scale, and world/national/regional response or legislation. 

Specific questions should be addressed in the brief.


Materials:

This will depend on how you want students to develop and present the case study.  

Sources

Periodicals with an applicable focus: Newsweek, Time, World & I, Economist, National Geographic, FOCUS on Geography by AGS, Current History

News sources: New York Times, London Times, Washington Post; CNN, MSN, USA Today, 

On line sources: Lexis-Nexis, Infotrac, Worldpress.org, CNNfn- CNN financial Network, CNN, Associated Press, MSN, Nationalgeographic.com/news/, PBS, Reuters, World News.com, www.urban.org, www.census.gov, www.wto.org, www.populationconnection.org, www.worldbank.org, www.USDA.gov, www.globalization.com,   www.globalpolicy.org/globaliz/websites.htm, www.theglobalist.com, www.corpwatch.org, www.epinet.org/subjectpages, www.focusweb.org, www.fpif.org, 

Suggested Topics*: 
Culture: 

Impact of globalization on culture;

Changing roles of women, 

“Hollywoods to Bollywoods”, 

Traditional values vs. modern practices, 

Cultural impacts of Outsourcing, 

Cultural Icons

Religious influences in economic/ political/ social decisions

Challenges of language in a globalizing world

Urbanization: 

Urban renewal: focus of redevelopment

Changes in transportation with development

Cultural influences in urban areas

Counter urbanization

Gentrification

Changing land usage in urban areas

Planned development

Agriculture/ Land usage:  

Genetic modification to feed the world; 

 Shift to agribusiness in the developing world; 

Global trade network in food commodities;

Development in marginal lands

40 years after the Green Revolution

Future of food production

Labor in agriculture in developed nations

Population: 

Impact of negative growth populations

Current patterns of international migrations

Political conflict and migration


Population demographics 

Development

Challenges of development with limited resources

Development in rim countries

Centrifugal/ Centripetal influences of development

Changing geography of industry and work

Regional shifts in manufacturing

Balancing development and conservation

Impact of recreation and tourism

Impact of Globalization and development

Role of resources and development

Political


Role of Nation-States 

Conflicts to sovereignty


Political suppression

Political- cultural conflict


Rise in Nationalism

Global States


NGO’s



Colonies


Supranational Organizations

* These topic ideas are not inclusive of all areas that should be examined in the AP HG curriculum.  These are only suggestions.  Specific events within these topics should be addressed at varying levels of scale.
Evaluation Suggestions: 

· Present an oral explanation to summarize the case study without reading it to the audience.

· Develop teacher-guided questions from the presentations.  

· A-B Grouping or Jig-Saw grouping with guided questioning

· Study Questions. These are questions that are listed at the end of the various sections of the case to help students focus on particular issues.
· Product from the presentation
Most importantly, the class would discuss the case/s in an organized way with the instructor moving through various critical topics as addressed by the conflict presented with interactive discussion with the students.  Connecting the events and the current situation with the related topics in the APHG curriculum concludes the study. 
Part B: A Geographic Slide Case-Study


Construct a 7-8 slide page in a power point type format.   This can be printed out, but is better presented to the rest of the class. Can be completed in small a partnership (2) or individually.





The slide presentation should build the conflict, effects and responses.  


Slide 1, introduces the conflict, the parties involved and presents the geographic setting with a map in a relative setting.


Slide 2,3 responds to the causes, historical context, type of conflict, impact, effects, contrary opinions, 


Slide 4 addresses the scale of the conflict, applicable data, government and world responses, legislation, prediction for the future of this conflict and relevant photos. 
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